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Efforts To Decriminalize
Magic Mushrooms Beginning
To Sprout Nationally

Lisette Voytko Forbes Staff
Consumer

Breaking News Reporter
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Magic mushrooms are classified as a Schedule | drug by the federal government. 2007 AFe

Topline: Denver and Oakland recently passed measures
decriminalizing magic mushrooms, and it appears to be part of a
larger, slow-moving movement to make psilocybin (the mushrooms’
psychedelic ingredient) available for treatments for depression and

other medicinal purposes, and, of course, recreational purposes.

e Oregon: The Pacific Northwest is considering a 2020 ballot
measure to allow Oregonians to use “guided psilocybin
services” for therapeutic purposes. The Psilocybin Service
Initiative is the organization behind the measure, and it is
working to get the 100,000 petition signatures needed to secure

a place on the state’s 2020 election ballot.

« California: After the Oakland measure passed, an
organization called Decriminalize California is working on a
statewide decriminalization measure for the 2020 election. (A
similar measure failed to garner enough petition signatures
last year.) According to the organization’s strategy timeline, it
is fundraising in advance of its fall campaign for petition

signatures and promotion.

« Iowa: State Representative Jeff Shipley, a Republican with a
libertarian streak, introduced two magic mushroom-focused
bills in February. One bill would remove psilocybin from
[owa’s list of controlled substances, and the second would
allow medical usage of the substance. Since their introduction,

the bills have languished in Towa’s house.

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez introduced legislation last week to allow
federally funded scientific research of psychedelics, including
psilocybin, in the treatment of mental health diseases. As it stands,
the government prohibits using federal funds for any Schedule I
drugs like magic mushrooms. An amendment allowing funding to
treat opioid-related infectious diseases passed Thursday with

bipartisan support, according to Ocasio-Cortez.

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez & @AOC - Jun 13, 2019 E
Sadly our drug research amendment failed today, but I'm
undeterred.

I'm proud we were even able to bring a vote on psychedelic
research to the House floor.

30% of veterans have considered suicide. These drugs show
extreme promise in treating PTSD + more.

Let's keep at it. twitter.com/nickpwing/stat. ..

Nick Wing & @nickpwing

The emerging research on these substances is fascinating and
potentially revolutionary. There is simply no good argument for
continuing to stifle the effort to learn more about how they could
help people. twitter.com/AOC/status/113...

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez &

@AOC
The good news: one of my amendments DID pass w/ bipartisan
support: funding treatment for opioid-related infectious diseases.

Our leg that did pass will help many Americans struck by the
opioid crisis, and the one that didn't lays the groundwork for
future breakthroughs. (&
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Critics: Michael Pollan, author of How to Change Your Mind (a
retelling of his own experiences with magic mushrooms and LSD), is
in favor of decriminalizing but not legalizing psilocybin. “Unlike
decriminalization, legalization would encourage businesses to enter
the market; they would not merely offer access but would actively
promote the use of magic mushrooms—an important difference,”

wrote Pollan in a Gen magazine op-ed.

Follow me on Twitter. Send me a secure tip.

ﬁ Lisette Voytko

I'm a Mew York-based journalist covering breaking news at Forbes. | hold a
master's degree from Columbia University's Graduate School of Journalism.

Previous bylines: G... Read More

Print Site Feedback e Corrections Reprints & Permissions erms Privacy

22018 Forbes Media LLC. All Rights Reserved. AdChoices


https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS93b3JsZHMtYmlsbGlvbmFpcmVzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS9pbm5vdmF0aW9uLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS9sZWFkZXJzaGlwLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS9tb25leS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS9idXNpbmVzcy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS9zbWFsbC1idXNpbmVzcw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS9saWZlc3R5bGUv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS9saXN0cy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS9hZHZpc29yLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS9hZHZpc29yL2NyZWRpdC1jYXJkcy9iZXN0LWNyZWRpdC1jYXJkcy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS9hZHZpc29yL2NyZWRpdC1jYXJkcy9iZXN0L3RyYXZlbC8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS9hZHZpc29yL2NyZWRpdC1jYXJkcy9iZXN0L2J1c2luZXNzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS9hZHZpc29yL2NyZWRpdC1jYXJkcy9iZXN0L3NpZ24tdXAtYm9udXNlcy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS9zaXRlcy9saXNldHRldm95dGtvLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS9zaXRlcy9saXNldHRldm95dGtvLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS9jb25zdW1lcg==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGFtYWcuY29tL2NpdHl0aGlua2Jsb2cvbWFnaWMtbXVzaHJvb21zLWNhbGlmb3JuaWEv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9wc2ktMjAyMC5vcmcv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9wc2ktMjAyMC5vcmcv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9kZWNyaW1jYS5vcmcvc3RyYXRlZ3kv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubnByLm9yZy9zZWN0aW9ucy9oZWFsdGgtc2hvdHMvMjAxOS8wNS8wNy83MjA4MjgzNjcvYS1ncm93aW5nLXB1c2gtdG8tbG9vc2VuLWxhd3MtYXJvdW5kLXBzaWxvY3liaW4tdHJlYXQtbXVzaHJvb21zLWFzLW1lZGljaW5l
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubnByLm9yZy9zZWN0aW9ucy9oZWFsdGgtc2hvdHMvMjAxOS8wNS8wNy83MjA4MjgzNjcvYS1ncm93aW5nLXB1c2gtdG8tbG9vc2VuLWxhd3MtYXJvdW5kLXBzaWxvY3liaW4tdHJlYXQtbXVzaHJvb21zLWFzLW1lZGljaW5l
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucmVmaW5lcnkyOS5jb20vZW4tdXMvMjAxOS8wNi8yMzQ5MjAvYW9jLW1hZ2ljLW11c2hyb29tcy1wc2lsb2N5YmluLW1kbWEtbGVnYWxpemUtbWVkaWNhbC1zdHVkeQ==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS9zaXRlcy90b21hbmdlbGwvMjAxOS8wNi8wOC9hb2MtcHVzaGVzLXRvLW1ha2UtaXQtZWFzaWVyLXRvLXN0dWR5LXNocm9vbXMtYW5kLW90aGVyLXBzeWNoZWRlbGljLWRydWdzLyM2Y2U2ZTNiOTEwMDI=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS9Db25zdW1lcg==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS9zaXRlcy9saXNldHRldm95dGtvLzIwMTkvMDYvMDUvb2FrbGFuZC1sZWdhbGl6ZXMtbWFnaWMtbXVzaHJvb21zLXNlY29uZC11cy1jaXR5LXRvLWRvLXNvLyMyZGNkMmJlNjVjMmY=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9nZW4ubWVkaXVtLmNvbS93aGVyZS1taWNoYWVsLXBvbGxhbi1zdGFuZHMtb24tbWFnaWMtbXVzaHJvb21zLTZhMTcwNTNhNTVmZA==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHdpdHRlci5jb20vbGlzZXR0ZXZveXRrbw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS90aXBzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS9zaXRlcy9saXNldHRldm95dGtvLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS9zaXRlcy9saXNldHRldm95dGtvLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_bWFpbHRvOmZlZWRiYWNrQGZvcmJlcy5jb20=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS90aXBzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFyc2ludGwuY29tL3B1YmxpY2F0aW9uL2ZvcmJlcy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS90ZXJtcy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS9mZGMvcHJpdmFjeS5odG1s
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3ByZWZlcmVuY2VzLW1nci50cnVzdGUuY29tLz9waWQ9Zm9yYmVzMDE=

